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"WEIRD TALES" 
DELAYED

liar York, NY, 28 September, (CNS) - The 
next issue of Weird Tales, which should 
have "been on the stands around the fir­
st of September, has been delayed but 
it will be out in a few weeks* The mag­
azine hasn’t changed publication sched- 
uikb, nor any other changes; it will 
continue as before, a bi-monthly. The 
'delay was caused by the- moving of the 
editorial office to 200 West 57th St., 
Ha;’York, NY, and vacation of the edi­
tor,

NEW ADDRESS FOR
"FANTASY TIMES"!

Paterson, NJ, 29 September, (CNS) - 
FANDOM HOUSE, publishers of Fantasy- 
Times, today obtained a Post Office 
Bon, as their official address. The 
new address of Fantasy-Times is nav 
FANDOM HOUSE, P.O. Box v2531, Pater­
son 23, New Jersey, All news—items, 
correspondence, ads, subscriptions, 
otc,, ‘ should be mailed to that ad­
dress,

There will be no changes at all 
in the Fantasy-Times set up, The 
newspaper will still b e edited in 
Ha; York and published and mailed out 
in Paterson, This new arrangement 
vzill mean speedier servicing of sub­
scriptions and other business of the 
publications put out by FANDOM HOUSE,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

_____________________________ by our readers

127 Shephard Ave*’ 
Newark 8, New Jersey, 

September 28, 1954 
To the editors

It is normally not a good or par­
ticularly satisfying passtime for an 
editofr or an author to question a re­
viewers remarks, particularly when the 
disagreement lies in an area of opin­
ion, But when the reviewer invents Iiis 
own motif for a book, and then critici­
zes the editor for not living up to it, 
it is just a bit too much, When he 
goes further and criticizes the book 
for doing the very thing he has accused 
it of not doing, he becomes ridicules. 
And when h e disputes statements tliat 
can be proved in black and white, he 
deserves what he is about to get,

A book of the nature of TIE EDI­
TORS CHOICE OF SCIENCE FICTION is bound 
to get spotty reviews. The reason be­
ing, that when i t was compiled there 
were thirty science fiction titles on 
the stands. There are only twelve st­
ories in the book. Obviously we had to 
leave cut some magazines, When t'ie 
book further does not limit itself to 
the present, but attempts selections 
from magazines no longer being publish­
ed, any criticism that it fails because 
it has not included a certain magazine 
is sour grapes on the part of the edi­
tor who makes it and stupidity on tZie 
part of the reviewer. . Further, adaor— 
ance to this policy makes for such do- 
versity that it is understandable that 
while everyone would like some of the 
stories few will like them all,

There is an error i n the book— 
jacket blurb that Bill Blackbeard has 

(continued on page 3, column 1)
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FANTASY BOOKS_______________________________

„by William Blackbeard.

13th WORLD S-F CONVENTION

 News Of The Great Event Of 1955

ESCALES BAITS L’ INFIHI« edited by Geor­
gs H, Gallet, Librarie Hachette, 1954, 
256 pp,, price unknown, 

■-> »>«
Tins recent collection, o f ten short 
scionce-fiction stories deserves com­
mendation here for its editor’s good 
taste, a s exemplified in the quality 
and variety of the tales he lias chosen 
for inclusion in what seems to be the 
first science-fiction anthology to be 
published in France#

The book’s title, -which may be 
rendered loosely as "Ports Of Call in 
the Infinite", characterises the theme 
underlying the selection of the stories 
it contains, M. Gallet says in his in­
troduction, "it has been said that, in 
science-fiction, it is not the princi- 
pal character who is the true hero, but 
the ’setting’. Baudelaire,vzould have 
loved that, he vzho wished that somehow 
he might be carried, ’no matter where, , 
away from the world!’ This book offers 
ten reponses to that wish. Ten re— 
sponses chosen from among a multitude 
Of others in a collection begun more 
than thirty years ago, without any pre­
tension other than that o f giving a 
sampling of the variety of settings th­
at science-f ic tion lias imagined, inven­
ted, prophesied, t o carry you to the 
very planets, around the stars, into 
ummown dimensions, out o f space and 
time#"

This book is part of the Librarie 
Hachette’s science-fiction scries, cal­
led "Le Rayon Fantastique" — an en­
gaging name, inasmuch a a "rayon", in 
French, means both "ray" ancL"bookself" 
— and is the latest title in what has 
been, under LI. Gullet’s guidingJiand,an 
excellent selection of recent novels in 
the field. These include .Russell’s 
Sinister Barrier(Guerre aux Invisibles) 
S turgeon’ s The Breaming Jewels (C r is t al 
Cui Songe), Staple don’s Odd Jolin (Ricn 
Qu’un Surhomme), van Vogt’s World Of 
Null-A (Le Monde des A), and other 
first-rate titles by Heinlein, de Camp, 
Clement, Leinster, Taine, etc#

Escales Ums L’Inf ini is the first 
(concluded on page 4, column 1)

The 13th World Science-Fiction Conven­
tion to . be held in Cleveland,'Ohio in 
1955 lias set up their officers. Hrs, 
Noreen Kano Falasca i s Chairman and 
Program Director; her husband, Hick 
Falasca i s Co-Chairman and Publicity 
Director (this takes in editorship’ of 

~ Progress Reports and Program Booklet);
Ben Jason is Treasurer; Honey Wood is 
Secretary; and Steve Schultheis is gen­
eral Consultant, They are now having 
their letterheads and membership cards 
printed, which should be ready by the 
time you read this.

No Hotel has been -decided on yetj 
tho two offers are being considered. 
The Guest Of Honor has not as yet been 
picked. Planned is a "Mystery Guest 
Contest", details o f which should bo 
given out soon.

Ad rates have already been set for 
the Progress Report and the Convention 
Booklet :

* * ♦

SPECIAL RATES

SIZE F2dTS PROS COPY DIME13I0JS
Full pave ^8.00 $14,00 11 3/4" x 7 1/4
Half page •.pd, 00 $ 7e00 6 7/s" X 7 1/4
4tr, page W2.00 $ 3.50 6 7/8’’ x 3 5/8
Colo inch $1.00 1 1/2" 5 5/8

All those taking ads in all four pro­
gress Reports will be given a discount 
of 25^T

CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOKLET

The rates for the Convention Pro; yam 
Booklet will b o the same as a single 
issue of the Progress Report,

Membership’ in the Convention Com- 
. mitteo is $2,00, The Convention now 
has a PO Box; its official address is: 
13th World Science Fiction Convention 
P. 0. Box 508, Edgewater Branch, Cloy®- 
land 7, 0hio9 

"THE FIFTH ANNUAL FANVET CONVENTION will 
be held on Sunday, April 17, 1955" a t 
Werdermann’s Hall, 3rd Ave., at’E, 16tJi 
Street, New York City, New York,



TED DIKTY S-F PROF 
AT CHICAGO Y.MCA.

.Chicago, Ill,, 8 September, (CITS) - Ted 
E, Dikty, long time s-f fan and co­
founder of Shasta Publications, will 
teach a course in' science-fiction, at 
"Learning For Living", Central YMCA in 
Chicago, Illinois, The course opens 
October 7, 1954, will run for ton weeks 
and cost $12 ($10 to YI.ICA members).

The various classes will feature 
some of the outstanding authors^ edi­
tors, etc,, of science-fiction. They 
include: Wilson Tucker; Melvin Kor- 
shak; Frank Robinson; Alfred Amos, edi­
tor of the Chicago Tribune Magazine Of 
Books; Fritz Leiber; Hark Reinsberg; 
Julian May Dikty, Chairman of the 10th 
World S-F Convention; and William Ham- 
ling, editor of Imagination,

For Further information write to: 
"Learning For Living", Central YMCA, 19 
South La Salle St., Chic ago 3, Illinois,

LETTERS TO TIE 7-DITCR 
(continued from page 1, column 2) 

■W ** «rt
quoted, but it is not the one he points 
out. The book jacket states: "each of 
the twelve editors of the twelve lead­
ing magazines publishing science-fic­
tion, lias chosen from his files the st­
ory which he evaluates most highly and 
nominates for inclusion in this, the 
most'representatives of all antholo­
gies," That blurb leads people to be­
lieve that the stories have been picked 
from 12 of the leading current magazin­
es, This is obviously and admittedly 
not so. But nowheres does the blurb 
state that those arc the best stories 
that have ever been published in those— 
magazines, I t does state that these 
are the stories which the individual 
eel. tor "evaluates most highly"* And 
since it is the policy of the book not 
to use a previously anthologized st- 
ory, the selections have t o consider 
that limitation,

Kill Blackboard makes great moment 
of the fact that the selections in the 
book wore "Unanimous" o n the part of 
the editors, He states "wo are not in­
terested in the products.of "unanimous" 
agrements, however valid such might 
be," The implication d s, then, that 

the choice made b y the editor of the 
magazine, whether it is his own stoiy 
under a pen-name, regardless of liow 
poor it may be, would be acceptable to 
Blackboard for the sake o f interest. 
But — he goes on to say, that wliilo 
Bo ro thy Hol Iwrai t h’s cho ice f r om Uciyd 
Tales wasn’t bad, she could, have done 
better, and then goes on to make a se­
lection of his ownl So, when tlW edi­
tors make their own selections, and 
Bill Blackboard doesn’t like them, he 
slams them for not picking the one Iio 
prefers. The hypocrisy of his criti­
cism is now revealed, and his entire 
point invalidated,

Nowhere has he presented evidence 
that the stories are not the "Editors 
Choice", but h e claims that the book 
doos not live up to its title because 
"only one of the stories in this col­
lection can truly be considered as voiy 
likely the nest over to appear in a 
particular magazine, i n editorial or 
anyone else’s judgement, and that is, 
curiously enough,"Death Of A Sensitive" 
by Hany Bates from Moskowitz’s own 
ill-fated Science-Fiction Plus, Hay I 
state that though I picked that stoxy 
nyself, the question of whether or not 
it is tho "best" that appeared in Sci- 
enceviction Plus is merely a matter of 
pursonal proforonce, and I feel sure 
many would disagree with both Black- 
beard and myself on that scorel

lie states "Some examples from tho 
book’s contents will servo to point up 
the meaninglessness of its title: Jolin 
W, Campbell has chosen from Astounding, 
"What Thin Partitions", by Mark Clifton 
and Alox Apostolides and from Unknown, 
"All Roads" by Nora Farnsworth, Howau;! 
Browne has selected from Amazing, "I, 
Robot", by Eando Binder, and Samuel 
Minos lias picked from Thrilling 7/ondor, 
"And’ Someday To Mars", by Frank Belknap 
Long," tell me, why do those se­
lections automatically "point u p tho 
meaningless o f its title:,"??? Does 
Bill Blackboard think that the editors 
had nothing to do with making them, Uly 
doesn’t he write Campbell, Minos and 
Browne and find out?

H e goes on to say, "These surely 
arc not stories which, as Moskowitz 
claims, "created a considerable stii’ at 
the time of (their) original appear­
ance", and "have been tested and ap- 

(continued on page 4, column 1)
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F^TASY BOOKS
(concluded from page 2, column 1)

anthology of short science—fiction in 
tills series. It contains the following 
stories: "Ouyssfee Hartienne”, V/einbaum; 
“La Girafe Bleue", de Camp; "Shambleau" 
Moore; "Touristes des Temps Future” 
("Fhwley’s Peepholes” )/;frndham; "Colin- 
llaillard" (’’Blindman’s Buff"), Giesy; 
"L’Homme-ilachine d’Ardathia”, Flagg; 
VL. a Bcte du Vido" ("A Boast Of the 
Void"), Gaiiun; "Trois Lilies de Vieux 
Francais”, Merritt; "Station Interplan- 
Btaire Ko. 1”9 Wellman; and "Be Sourire 
jju Sphinx” (’’The Smile Of the Sphinx”), 
Temple,

This is certainly a more than fair 
selection from M. Gallet’s thirty-year- 
Old science-fiction collection. W e 
hope that its popularity loads to sev­
eral additional anthologies of equal 
quality — much of the host science- 
fiction, of course, is to bo found in 
tlie short stoiy and novelette format, 
and that part of science-Tic ti-on should 
be as well represented in French as the 
novel already is »

PRO LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(continued from page 3, column 2)

proved by the most exacting and’final 
Of critics, public opinion itself.” The 
best of these mentioned above, "Al 1 
Roads", is only a minor gem.At th­
is point I must strongly ’recommend that 
Tauras i get somebody t o review books 
Who knavs something about the history 
Of science fiction, or that Blackboard 
confine himself to giving his personal 
Opinion as to whether or not he likes a 
stoiy, because now ho is dealing with 
facts, not opinion and obviously he 
does not know what he is talking about. 
Mo will forget about "All Roads”, since 
Blackboard is willing to tolerate it, 
but he says the other stories range 
from* "the unexpeptional to the unspeak­
able." Apparently not many agree with 
Mm. On page 121 of the December, 1253 
issue of The Analytical Laboratory of 
the Bec., 1953 issue of Astoundi pig Sci­
ence Fiction, "What Thin Partitions" 
won first place in the readers opinion 
vzith a rating of 1.86, the closest run­
ner up being Lewis Padgot with 2,28. 
As to "I, Robot”, I refer Blackboard to 
the readers departments of the Fcbryaiy 
4

March and April, 1939 issues 6f Amazing. 
Stories, to the hundreds of other Men­
tions that story has since received. To 
the fact that it sparked off an entire 
scries of Adam Link stories, that i t 
changed the entire trend of robot st­
ories in science-fiction. It was one 
of the most popular stories published 
in the history of Amazing Stories under 
the aegis of Ziff-Davis. Anthony Bou­
cher, reviewing the Editors Choice in 
the August, 1954 issue of The llak^zine 
Of Fantasy And Science Fiction’ lists 
"What Thin Partitions", and "I, Robot", 
as . two o f the three’most outstanding 
selections in the book. Frank Long’s 
story "And Someday To Mars" never re­
ceived the acclaim o f the above two, 
but according to Sam Mines was one of 
the most popular shorts his magazine 
has published.

Blackboard’s reviews suffer from 
wordiness, ambiguity, contradictions 
and ostontatiousness, Earlier in Ids 
review he states that none of the tliyoe 
volumes reviewed were worth one third 
of the price asked. In his review of 
9 TAL.-S OF SPACE AIIB TIME he coin lends 
the book to the reader "when and'if it 
appears as a pocket-book reprint", Thon 
without catching his breath he states ♦ 
"The book buyer could hardly do better 
than pick it up, and for the "complet­
ist" or the Connoisscur"it is a must. ” 
What'kind of a review is that for gods 
sake! The man cannot arrange Ms 
thoughts,and is irgnorant of semantics. 
A "completist" buys everything regard­
less o f quality, A "connoisseur" is 
an individual of critical and fastid­
ious tastes,

’ -Sam Moskpwitfc.

(The letter above has boon turned over 
to Hr. Blackboard and if he desires to 
answer; his answer will be publislice, in 
a future issue of Fantasy-Times. One 
thing tho, we looked a long time before 
we took on a book reviewer, and one re- 
son, among others, was that few reviaz- 
ors were good enough for the job. Hr. 
Blackboard, in our readers and our tfhi 
opinion',is about the best in tho field. 
Another point: It’s getting to be a n 
old story; whenever a writer of Fan­
tasy-Times kneels a magazine or a book, 
we get a "recommendation or suggestion" 
from that magazine or book’s 'editor or 
publisher to "fire" the boy, Sony,

___________________



but wo choose our writeis bit]; . SLiCK SOI HOI FICTION •i •
euro, and only our readers can "fire” it
thsm. It would seem that the only way 
to got a good review in Frnta^^ “ 
- is to put out a good book or magazine 
_______________________________ editors)

FANTASY FORECASTS__________ ____________

Coming Up Next In The Pros

The Magazine Of Fantasy And Science 
FICTION

The December 1954 issue of Fantasy And 
Science Fiction (vol. 7, Ho, G) will 
contain? "T h e Fishers” (novelet) by 
Robert Abernathy; ’’Special Talent" by 
Claries Webb; "The Seventh Pullet" by 
Said.; "Kalato" by Edward Leo; "A. Case 
history" by Gordon R.Dickson; "The Cat, 
Tho Brahmin And. The Penitent” by Fran­
cois Augustin Ihradis de Honor if (trans­
lated by R. Bretnor); "The Ardent Soul" 
by William Morrison; "Time And Place" 
by Robert Sherman Townes • "Recommended 
Reading" (book reviews) by the editor; 
"Wish For The Moon" by Glen Mencxson; 
"Totem and Taboo” by Philip Jose Farm- 
or; "T h e Father-Thing" by Philip K, 
Dick; "The Bourbon Lake" by Jolin Novot- 
ny; and the index to volume 7.

Science Fiction Stories

^hc first bi-monthly scheduled issue of 
Science »Fiction Stories, January 1955, 
on tlie stands between the middle of 
October and 1st of November, will con­
tain a cover by Emsh' and interior* ill­
ustrations by Emsh, Froas, and Orban. 
The issue will feature two novelets: 
"Gift Of The Gods" by Raymond F. Jones, 
and "Ripness” b y H. 0. Pearse; plus: 
short stories by Llonroo S chore, Algis 
Dudrys, Garda Jamiean and Dennis Wieg­
and. Also a feature article by Wallace 
West on time travel. The issue will 
contain 123 pages, be digest-size arid 
sell for 35^. Tho it will carry on the 
volume numbering of Future (Vol. 8, N©. 
4) it is not combined with Future. This 
is Science Fiction Stories’ third issuer

Science Fiction Quarterly

Tho next, February Science Fiction Qu— 
artorly will continue t o "come oout in

__________________________by Donald R. Ford

Time, September 6, 1954:
In the "Books” section the novel: I 

AH LEGEND b y Richard Matheson is re­
viewed, Thop, i n another portion cf- 
this department, Robert Plank, a psych- 
iatric social worker, is quoted as say­
ing many science - fiction plots betray 
"schizophrenic manifestations” in the 
minds of their authors. quotes ca^c 
from: INTERNATIONAL RECORD OF LEDICIIE 
ARD GINETAL PRACTICE CLINICS.

Merely points out something' tho- 
fans have Imown for a long time..you 
gotta bo nuts in order that the other 
nuts will like your stories.

SATURDAY EYEING POST. Aug. 28, 1954:
"The Second Trip T o Mars" by‘Ward 

Moore, illo b y Bernard D’Andrea. In 
2002 the UN expedition landed on Mars 
to find out that in 1887 an Englishman 
had already made the trip. Mars r e- 
sembles Engulnd of that time, when the 
UN expedition arrives, duo to the Eng­
lishman’s ability to cililize tho "na­
tives".

This is one of the top short stor­
ies of the year. Don’t miss it| It is 
also one of S - F’s rati ties -a good 
humorous story.~

pulp-size and 25c. It will contain a 
long novelets by Charles D. De Vet, and 
a cover by Freas. Damon Knight’s book 
review column, and Bob Eadie’s "Inside 
Science Fiction", but minus ’20 Years, 
Ago* section, are transfered over from 
Future to SFQ, starting with this issuo.

Startling Stories

The Winter issue of Startling Stories 
will contain a novel by Poul Anderson: 
"Snows Of Ganymede" and \;ill feature 
an article: "Poul Anderson’s Future 
History". This is something new, wF_cro 
Poul Anderson’s stories dealing \;ith 
the future will be listed, with a a.iall 
excerpt from them, thus giving a -pictuio 
of the future0 This my be dene with 
other authors i n the future. Also, 
from na; on all covers will actually 
illustrate a scone from a story in the

(concluded on page 6, column 1)
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F A N T A S Y - T I M E S 
The World. Of Tomorrow Today 

(S » F. N ewss c ope and Fantasy-C omic s )

Published semi-monthly by FAIIDQH HOUSE*

US A CANADIAN RATES10# a co,;7, 12 for 
Vi; from FANDOM HOUSE, P. 0, Box #2331, 

Paterson 23, New Jersey*
BRITISH RATES; 91 per copy, 15s 0d„ per 
year from MILCROSS BOCK SERVICE, 68 

Victoria St*, LIVERPOOL 1, ENGLAND*
AUSTRALIAN RATES? One Shilling per'copy 
10 Shillings for 12 issues', & 1 lb* for 
24 issues, from ROGER DARD', 232 James 

St*, PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

A FANDOM HOUSE PUBLICATION

FANTASY FORECASTS
(concluded, from page 5, column 2)

issue* I n the past most covers have 
just be -s-f scenes without regards to 
any story in the issue* 

Publisher Um L» Crawford, producer of 
Spaceway and FPCI hardcover books, 
and Editor Jim Harmon, fan and auth­
or, announce two new slick magazines, 

! one scicnce-fiction. one man’s maga- 
• zine featuring as much as 50/o of sp— 
ecial interest to scienceAfictionists* 
The -high print order for'these maga­
zines means unused unsold copies* (in­
variable with all magazines). I n 
order t o give fans the benefit.of 
these idle magazines we are offering 
pre-public at ion 24 issues o f Oadli 
magazine (48 issues in all) for §3*5Qj

This is Harmon’s deal so orders 
should be sent to him within a, rea­
sonable’length of time and mention of 
this ad* — Science Adventure Group , 
Jim Harmon, Editor* Editorial Address 

427 East 8th St., Mt. Carmel, Ill.
(Money-orders payable to Harmon*.)

(This offer expires, on November 1st, 
1954,after that, 12 issues for $2t00)

i______ 1__________ :---------
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